
We are focused on four key projects to fight transportation gridlock while reducing air and 
noise pollution.
To win consideration for federal funding, projects must generally achieve one of three missions:
1) relieve congestion connected to the interstate highway system, 2) support mass transit or 
3) reduce air pollution. Given this criteria, four key projects in our district are well positioned 
to win support from Washington:

Reducing Air Pollution

Federal Support for Key Projects

1

4

3

2

1 Metra’s North Central Line: Already 
serving the communities of Arlington
Heights, Mt. Prospect, Prospect Heights,
Vernon Hills, Libertyville and Gurnee 
with four trains a day, the House approved
an additional $20 million to double-track
this rail line. In 2005, Metra will expand 
service to over 16 trains a day – including 
a connection to O’Hare. (approved)

2 Route 60 Bridge over I-94: In a novel 
public-private initiative, we anticipate 
the federal government will add its 
contribution to a local employers’ fund to
build a wider, $21 million bridge across the
tollway at Route 60, long-rated one of the
worst suburban traffic hotspots. The project
will be unique in its ability to reduce traffic
gridlock using both private and public funds.
(pending approval)

3 Metra’s new ‘Star Line’: Traffic in the
Northwest suburbs travels at one of the 
slowest speeds in the state. This new $1.1
billion transit line will offer thousands of
drivers a convenient rail commute from 
the west and northwest suburbs. This will
reduce traffic on I-90 and Northwest
Highway. Once complete, the project will
relieve congestion in Barrington, Inverness,
Hoffman Estates, Rolling Meadows, Arlington
Heights and Des Plaines. (pending approval)

4 Intelligent Transportation Systems:
Congress plans to expand funding for 
computer signs and other aids to alert 
drivers to problems and provide them 
with suggested alternative routes.
Commuters along Lake-Cook Road will be
among the first in the country to see this 
21st century technology. (approved)

Metra Rail Funds on Track
“A House panel has approved $20 million 
for double-tracking of Metra’s North Central
Line. Flanked by area leaders and trans-
portation officials at the Metra station in
Buffalo Grove, Rep. Kirk said the funding is
part of a $52 million federal transportation
package for Metra to upgrade commuter
rail service.”       

August 12, 2003



Congressman Kirk introduced two pieces of bipartisan legislation
to control mercury pollution in our lake. Under the Mercury
Pollution Reduction Act, no Clean Air Act permits would be issued
for new facilities emitting mercury near Lake Michigan. He was
also the original cosponsor of the Great Lakes Restoration Act that
would provide funding to clean up hot spots and reduce pollution
near this critical ecosystem.

Lake Michigan faces a growing threat from mercury pollution.
Mercury is a powerful neurotoxin, deposited in the lake by air
pollution settling to earth. Most of the pollution comes from coal
burning power plants that have no current requirement to reduce
mercury pollution.

Congressman Kirk’s office released a recent study conducted
by the National Wildlife Federation showing that mercury levels
in rainwater falling on the North Shore had three times the
background level of mercury pollution. Mercury levels in the 
lake are rising with a warning already in effect against the
consumption of Great Lakes fish.

Action on these major bills may come as early as next 
spring when Congress plans to debate ways to strengthen the
Clean Air Act.

Chicago

Congressman Kirk led an expedition down
the Des Plaines River this past spring, calling
attention to water pollution, toxic hot spots
and river access for new generations of
paddlers rediscovering our district’s 
river ecosystem.

Joined by representatives from the Sierra
Club and local environmentalists, the
congressman got a first-hand look at the river
aboard a replica of Father Jacques Marquette’s

Congressman Kirk joined local environmentalists 
to take a closer look at improving the Des Plaines
River environment.

Saving Lake Michigan

Restoring The Des Plaines River

seventeenth century Canot du Nord (Canoe 
of the North).

By removing dams and improving water
quality, the Des Plaines River has great
potential as a recreational waterway. The 
river is a congressional priority, with nearly 
$5 million in funding allocated by the Army
Corps of Engineers to address flooding and
water quality problems.

Protecting the Environment

Kirk Sees Recreational
Potential of River
“On a hazy Saturday morning, a 26-foot
canoe carried a handful of paddlers
down a four-mile portion of the Des
Plaines River. U.S. Rep. Mark Kirk, 
R-10th, of Highland Park, paddled in
time with environmentalists who pointed
out the river’s features: wild birds, aged
trees and navigable waters.”

May 22, 2003



Fighting Drugs
By joining our 10th District
Student Leadership Advisory
Board, young leaders regularly
meet with Congressman Kirk to
discuss key issues facing kids.

Junior class presidents from 
our district’s high schools joined
together to review new television
ads funded by the Partnership for
a Drug Free America. Our student
leaders reviewed over 30 anti-drug
commercials. Ultimately, they
selected the updated version of the
dramatic frying pan ad, describing
the consequences of using illegal
narcotics, as their favorite. The
now famous ad begins with a young girl frying an egg in a kitchen, saying: “This is your brain 
and this is your brain on drugs…it’s not over yet.” Several of our young leaders met with  
White House Drug Czar, John Walters, to review their ratings of the Partnership’s new ads.

Paying for College?
Teachers, counselors, and student leaders met recently to review federal grant 
and loan programs to help pay for college. A college financing plan is available for 
10th District families at www.house.gov/kirk. You can also call for a copy of the plan 
at (847) 940-0202.

Congressman Kirk stands with his Student Leadership Advisory Board
with whom he meets four times a year to discuss issues impacting
10th District high school students.

Congressman Kirk joined Waukegan Mayor
Richard Hyde at a ribbon cutting ceremony 
in Waukegan commemorating the start-up of
Youthbuild, an education and job training 
program designed to serve at-risk youth.

Student Leaders Help Congress Focus on Kids

The federal government is supporting two major
“Youthbuild” programs in our district to serve 
at-risk youth who have problems with addiction.

Based in North Chicago and Waukegan, these
programs accept young people who want to recover
and acquire skills that will ensure their place in the
job market. North Chicago’s program, led by
Daisy’s Resource Center, has already made a
difference for many young people by teaching
building trade skills to at-risk youth. Given the
demand for skilled construction workers, young
people finishing the program have little problem
finding a job.

Waukegan’s program is just beginning, with help
from new AmeriCorps volunteers. These programs
help federal and state governments live up to their
promise that “No Child is Left Behind.”

“Youthbuild” Helps At-Risk Young Adults

Kids Come First



District Office
102 Wilmot Road, Suite 200
Deerfield, IL  60015
(847) 940-0202
(847) 940-7143 fax

Waukegan Office
20 South Martin Luther King Drive

Waukegan, IL  60085
(847) 662-0101

(847) 662-7519 fax

Environmental Protection
Sunday, October 19

2:00 pm
Edgewood Middle School

929 Edgewood Road
Highland Park

Washington, D.C.
1531 Longworth 

House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

(202) 225-4835
(202) 225-0837 fax

E-mail: rep.kirk@mail.house.gov

www.house.gov/kirk
What Is Most Important to You?
We regularly provide updates on key issues before Congress. Please mark the issues that are 
most important to you and send back this card. This information will allow us to provide you
with periodic updates on key developments in Congress. Please make sure we have your name
and return address:

❑ Excellence in Education ❑ Environmental Protection

❑ Affording College ❑ Fighting Traffic Gridlock

❑ Economic Growth ❑ Social Security and Medicare

❑ Peace in the Middle East

Name:________________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________

E-mail: ______________________________________________________________________

Contacting Congressman Mark Kirk

Congressman demands tougher
rules on mercury emissions

“A North Shore congressman urged tougher 

controls on mercury emissions Tuesday after 

a report by the National Wildlife Federation found

that rainfall locally contains dangerous levels 

of the toxin.”

May 28, 2003

Town Hall Meetings



Excellence in Education

Federal Boost for Special Education
Reinforcing his belief that kids come first, Congressman Kirk sponsored legislation to mandate
full funding for special education programs. He backed passage of a $1 billion budget increase 
for special education and supported new legislation to reduce the paperwork burden on special
education teachers. “By focusing resources on the needs of very young children, we help return
over half of the special needs children to mainstream classrooms and achievement,” said Kirk.
Congressman Kirk continues to be a staunch advocate of full funding for special education,
and was named an American Hero for Public Education by the Northern Suburban Special
Education District.

Congressman Kirk voted for legislation
modernizing Head Start, one of the most
successful federal programs, providing nursery
school classes for lower income kids. The
legislation allows Illinois to fit Head Start into
state efforts to boost early childhood reading.
This legislation – the School Readiness Act —
provides a $200 million funding increase with
new places for 10,000 disadvantaged children.

A recent Health & Human Services
Department report found that Head Start
children still enter Kindergarten lagging far
behind the typical American child in skills
needed for readiness. “Our children from
lower income families deserve the chance to
enter Kindergarten at the same level as their
peers,” said Kirk.

Congressman Mark Steven Kirk 
102 Wilmot Road
Suite 200
Deerfield, IL  60015

Place
Stamp
Here

Congressman Kirk visits with students at 
Willowbrook Elementary School in Glenview.

Strengthening and Improving Early Childhood Education
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